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Her world is dying. 
His world is dying. 

Their world is dying. 
Our world is dying. 

On the steps of the Swedish Parliament, a young girl sits and looks at the 
stars. Little does she know, the world is watching. On the other side of 
the world sits another young girl, Izzy, caught between a firestorm and 
a media storm, both of which threaten everything and everyone she 
knows.

Inspired by the 2018/2019 Climate Strike Movement, Very Happy 
Children with Bright and Wonderful Futures is a new collaborative 
theatre project between Jopuka Productions and South Australian Youth 
Arts, set against the backdrop of the 2020 Black Summer bushfires that 
shocked the world. Drawing from real stories from young people across 
Australia, Very Happy Children with Bright and Wonderful Futures gives 
young people an active voice, and compassionately examines their 
hopes and fears for the future.
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About jopuka
Acknoweldgement
Jopuka acknowledges we reside on the stolen 
lands of the Darkinjung People. We pay our 
repsects to their elders past, present, and 
emerging. 

Always was, Always will be, Aboriginal Land

BIOgraphy
Jopuka Productions is the Central Coast’s leading 
youth-arts body. It was established specifically to 
provide performing arts training and development 
to a wide array of emerging artists, aged 12-26, 
from all across Darkinjung Country, on the Central 
Coast of New South Wales. Jopuka provides a 
safe and peer-driven space for emerging artists 
to hone their craft and forge their own pathways 
into the arts industry. We present unique and 
innovative seasons, filled to the brim with new 
works, Australian classics, cutting-edge musicals 
and Fringe favourites.

Jopuka has staged over 25 acclaimed productions, 
including a range of new and established works. 
We’ve commissioned seven new Australian works 
from emerging writers and theatre-makers across 
Australia, and even won a couple of awards in 
process. Since launching we’ve provided arts 
opportunities for over 900 young people across 
many areas of production.

Now neatly tucked away in our own venue, The 
Launch Pad, Jopuka is committed to creating 
innovative, inclusive and exceptional work with 
our community of emerging artists. Despite the 
challenges that 2020 has brought, Jopuka is still 
keeping the fire burning, and we look forward to 
sharing new work with our community soon.

Jopuka are proud members of;
Theatre Network Australia,
Theatre Network New South Wales
The Northern Alliance 



PRODUCTION 
INFORMATION
Cast Breakdown
2x  7 Leads + 8 Ensemble  
  Total: 30

Auditions 
Saturday September 26th 10:30am - 2:30pm
2x 2 hour audition workshops

Video auditions also accepted.

CAST AGE
High School in 2021 to 19 years old

CallBacks 
n/a

October Full day Workshops
Thur 8th, Fri 9th, Sat 10th
 11am - 4:30pm

summer Full day Workshops
Jan 2nd, 3rd, 4th 2021
 11am - 4:30pm

Rehearsals 
Sundays 11am - 2:30pm
October 11th 2020 - March 14th 2021

Production Week
Monday March 15 - 18th 

Performances 
Friday March 19thth - Saturday April 3rd 
(5-6 Performances Per Cast)
at The Launch Pad Tuggerah

 

Fee
$140 

This fee covers the workshops and holiday 
program componments of the project, 
as well as cast catering, script printing, 
insurance, etc.

Payment plans available. 

Creative Kids Vouchers can be used.

COVID-19
This will be a COVIDSafe Production, and 
the schedule has been designed to plan 
for the evolving guidelines. A COVID-19 
Marshal will be present at at all events or 
rehearsals with more than 20 people as per 
Jopuka’s COVIDSafe Plan.

Auditions sessions will be capped at 25 per 
session.

director
Callan Purcell

writer / designer
Joshua Maxwell

NSW dramaturg
Jamie Hornsby

welfare officer
Kelly Maxwell

All auditions, workshops, rehearsals and 
performances will be at Jopuka’s Launch 
Pad.

casting
INFORMATION
earth X
A sassy Teenage Planet who is just 4 billion 
years old. Our narrator. 

izzy  F*
A 14 year old dreamer who wants to make her 
mark, but isn’t sure how to do it or if her brain 
will even tell her mouth the right words to 
say. She finds herself in the middle of a media 
storm. 

leila F*
A 14 year old climate activist who wants to 
change the future, whatever the cost. 

hunter M*
Izzy’s neighbour, in love with her, from a very 
right wing family. 

moon  X*
A lump of rock who is a bit done with The 
Earth’s crap.

annie F*
Leila and Izzy’s friend, a muso, and bit of a 
rebel.

jace  m*
Hunter’s bestfriend, onboard with the 
movement but not sure what he can do to 
help. Has Asthma. 

the embers X
An ensemble of 8 storytellers who play 
everything from young people, to prime 
ministers, to police, to parents, to planets, to 
plants. 

casting notes 
All roles are open to anyone who identifies 
with the gender of the character. 

Roles marked X are for any gender

Nonbinary auditonees may audition for any 
role thet feel comfortable performing.

The character of Earth is to be played by a 
person of colour

Commitment to Diversity;
Jopuka is committed to presenting the true 
diversity of Australia in our artistic vision 
so that all youth and young people can see 
themselves represented in our programming.

Jopuka also commits to actively working 
towards better engagement of youth and 
young people from First Nations, Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse and LGBTQIA+ 
communities, to ensure the future of our 
sector represents the true make-up of our 
community.  

Further information about Jopuka’s 
commitments and governing princpals can 
be found in our mission statement on our 
website

Audition Bookings

www.jopuka.org.au

photography; Lisa Haymes


